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Fashionable gifts for the holidays

By Moya Stone

Ready or not, it’s the hol-
iday season and time to
make the shopping list!
The Moraga Art Gallery
in the Rheem Shopping
Center has many an op-
tion for fashionable gifts
including jewelry by
Lafayette resident K. De
Groot and hand painted
silk tops from Natasha
Silk Art. Don’t miss the
gallery’s holiday event,
“Shopping Night and
Craft Beer” from 6 to 8
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 14.

“Santa’s Sleigh Bou-
tique” returns to the
Lafayette Community
Center from 11 a.m. to 7
p-m. Friday, Dec. 1, and
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday Dec. 2. This is
always a fun holiday stop
for unique handmade
gifts.

Another opportunity
to purchase local hand-
made items is at the
Shadelands Ranch Mu-
seum’s annual “Holiday
Faire” in Walnut Creek.
Each room of the man-
sion’s second floor is
filled with delightful gift
options such as jewelry,

holiday decor, orna-
ments, crochet items,
jams and jellies, glass-
ware, and so much more.
Last year I picked up a
festive red dress orna-
ment handmade out of
felt. I envision a whole
tree decorated with red
dress ornaments. The
faire is open 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. every day from Nov.
25 through Dec. 10.
Word has it that Santa
will stop by on Saturday
Nov. 25, from 10 a.m. to 3
p-m. Tickets to see Santa
are available on
Eventbrite.com.

I’'ve been reading a
fascinating book by
fashion historian Dr.
Kate Strasdin, “The Dress
Diary: Secrets From a
Victorian Woman’s
Wardrobe,” published by
Pegasus Books. Anne
Sykes was given a jour-
nal on her wedding day
in 1838. In it this young
woman from Northern
England kept swatches of
fabric of her own, her
family’s, and friends’
clothing. Fast forward to
present day when the

tattered journal fortu-
itously fell into the lap of
Strasdin, who spent six
years researching Anne
and her family. In “The
Dress Diary” Strasdin re-
veals who Anne was and
follows her life in Eng-
land and her travels to
Singapore, as well as
providing the context in
which she lived, includ-
ing the rise and decline
of the British textile in-
dustry. A New York
Times Editors Pick, “The
Dress Diary” is a com-
pelling read and the per-
fect gift for any fashion
history enthusiast on
your gift list.

Mark your calendars
for an exciting fashion
exhibition coming to the
de Young Museum in San
Francisco. “Fashioning
San Francisco: A Century
of Style” opens on Jan.
20, 2024 and will feature
over 100 pieces of
women’s clothing worn
by local philanthropists
and civic leaders span-
ning over 100 years from
1906 to present day. The
Fine Arts Museums are
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Hand painted silk top by
Natasha Silk Art.

home to one of the most
significant collections in
the United States of 20th
and 21st century
women’s fashions and
this is the first major
presentation of the mu-
seum’s costume collec-
tion in over 35 years. In-
cluded in the exhibit are
gowns, cocktail dresses,
evening attire, and the
“little black dress” by
iconic designers such as
Dior, Lagerfeld,
Valentino, McQueen, and
others.

Among the fashions
featured are pieces
loaned to the exhibit by
Sherri McMullen, East
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Bay resident and owner
of McMullen, an Oakland
boutique named by
Vogue and Women’s
Wear Daily as among the
premiere fashion retail-
ers in the country. Mc-
Mullen is known for of-
fering luxury fashions by
designers including Dries
Van Noten and The Row,
as well as established
and rising African and
African-American de-
signers such as Christo-
pher John Rogers.
“Fashioning San

Wednesday, November 22, 2023

Photo Fine Arts Museums of
San Francisco
Silk evening gown by
Christopher John Rogers is
part of the exhibition
coming up at the de Young
Museum.

Francisco: A Century of
Style’ offers the opportu-
nity to explore the his-
tory of our city through
the lens of fashion,” says
Laura L. Camerlengo,
Curator in Charge of Cos-
tume and Textile Arts.
Now we have something
to look forward to after
the holidays! Check out
the museum website for
tickets and more infor-
mation: www.famsf.org.
Enjoy the season and
go forth in holiday style.

Moya Stone is a fashion writer and blogger at
www.overdressedforlife.com.

Local synagogue presents an empty table event to honor hostages
By Sora O’Doherty

Temple Isaiah of Contra
Costa County, located in
Lafayette, is a partner
and co-sponsor of the
Empty Shabbat Table

M Global Initiative. The
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synagogue helped to
bring an empty Shabbat
table to Walnut Creek on
Friday, Nov. 10. Long
tables were set up in
Civic Park. Each place at
the table had a chair
with a poster that iden-
tified one of the 240

hostages who were cap-
tured from Israel during
an attack by Hamas on
Oct. 7. On each place at
the table, a challah roll
represented the tradi-
tional Shabbat or sab-
bath meal typically en-
joyed by Jewish families
on Friday evenings.
Members of the public
were free to examine the
posters, which repre-
sented the hostages from
some 30 countries.

There was also a march
to encourage support for
bringing the hostages
home.

The Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council
brought the empty shab-
bat tables to six cities
across the Bay Area, in-
cluding Berkeley, Foster
City, Napa, San Fran-
cisco, Sausalito, and
Walnut Creek.
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DRE 01882902

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818. 5500

DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LORI LEGLER
W ke
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925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

COMING SOON

ACTIVE

ACTIVE

PENDING

SOLD

3666 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $6,495,000
J. DEL SANTO/ L. TICHENOR | 925.285.1093

601 WATCHWOOD ROAD, ORINDA
CALL FOR MOR INFORMATION
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

89 DAIRY CREEK LANE, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $4,999,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

NEW PRICE

1036 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY RD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $4,350,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

32 CREST ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,495,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

ONLY 2 LUXURY LEASES LEFT!

250 NORMANDY LANE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,550,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

651 MORAGA ROAD, #29, MORAGA
OFFERED FOR $668,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

PARKVIEW APARTMENTS, WALNUT CREEK
TBR AND 2 BR SUITES AVAILABLE
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

378 REDFIELD PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,750,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

105 MARVIN DRIVE, PLEASANT HILL
SOLD FOR $1,005,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

3580 ROSSMOOR PRKWY, #3 ROSSMOOR
SOLD FOR $995,000
L.LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

2117 TICE CREEK DRIVE, #2, ROSSMOOR
SOLD FOR $545,000
L.LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

COLOMBANA

MATT MCLEOD RACHEL DREYER GROUP RUTH EDDY SHELLEY RUHMAN

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

510.506.1351
DRE#01180260

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672
DRE# 01994561

925.878.8047

DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449

DRE# 01313819

SHERRY HUTCHENS

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200

DRE# 02038791

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

W

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768




